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Abstract: How large a role do electoral systems play on internal and external efficacy in the former communist bloc? In this paper, I will address this question by comparing the differences in electoral systems of the post communist countries and looking at how these differences affect efficacy. There are three types of systems in my analysis; single member districts, proportional representation, and mixed. I expect to find that PR systems should create a higher sense of efficacy. This may be due to the fact that citizens find proportional representation systems more representative than single member district systems (Banducci and Karp 1999)
. Also, several authors find that because PR systems have more parties they are able to represent a wider range of people. SMD systems, according to Duverger’s law, should only allow for two parties. In order for these parties to be successful they will move to the center, leaving those on the ideological poles unrepresented. (Guinier 1994; Lijphart 1994)
 PR systems, as a result, should provide better representation for citizens. This should make citizens more likely to believe that the government cares about them and that they are able to affect legislation. Citizens in countries with a mixed system should be less likely than PR systems, but more likely than SMD systems, to report higher efficacy. It is important to study the electoral systems effect on efficacy because past research has shown that there is a link between efficacy and political participation (Nie et. al 1969)
 In order to study the difference in institutions effect on efficacy, I will use the 3rd Wave of the World Values Survey. This data set is useful for my analysis because it includes questions about efficacy as well as data for all 27 post communist countries.
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