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The Colorado Party (ANR) dominated Paraguay’s political landscape for over four decades. This makes it the second longest surviving political party in Latin America, surpassed only by Mexico’s Partido Revolucionario Institucional (PRI). Even though the ANR has lost its hegemonic position in Paraguayan politics, it ensured its survival by influencing the process of democratic transition and the design of the country’s post-authoritarian electoral institutions. The article offers the following insights. First, political parties whose leaders relished uncontested control in an authoritarian setting continue to exert political influence after the demise of authoritarianism and the institution of a democratic system. Second, this political influence is noticeable in a country’s electoral institutions since, if given the opportunity, outgoing political parties will push for electoral laws which will guarantee them at least some legislative seats and executive control (Geddes, 1995). Moreover, outgoing political parties are not necessarily monolithic entities where peace and calm reign. There are vicious power struggles not only between the outgoing party and the opposition, but within the outgoing party as well. It is likely then that certain groups within the outgoing party will seek to form alliances with the opposition in order to establish institutions that would guarantee them control within the party. I trace the inter-party and intra-party power struggles in the formulation of the 1990 Paraguayan Electoral Code. Third, electoral institutions restructure relations both among and within political parties. The 1990 Electoral Code, with the introduction of mandatory party primaries, posed a challenge to the ‘granite unity’ of the Colorado Party and has led to the dispersion of decision-making authority among numerous political factions. The survival and electoral performance of the Colorado Party demonstrates that hegemonic parties are capable of surviving transitions and winning free elections. Thus, we are likely to see the imprints of ex-hegemonic parties not only on the process of democratic transition but also on the post-authoritarian institutions.
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