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Abstract
I propose a cross-national longitudinal study to examine the nature and change in citizenship policies in the former 15 Soviet republics since the day of the collapse of the USSR. By addressing neo-institutional interpretations of citizenship (Soysal 1994)
 vs. national identity based conceptions of citizenship (Brubaker 1992)
 I analyze under what conditions the newly-independent nation-states of the former Soviet Union are more likely to adopt exclusive vs. inclusive citizenship policies. I employ event history analysis to determine what factors affect the nature and change in citizenship policies that countries-in-transition adopt, and if the change occurs, then in which aspects of citizenship policy the change is more likely to occur.  

One of the theoretical contributions is the application and testing of Brubaker’s thesis of “citizenship based on nationhood” in the 20th century, when the institution of the nation-state is already established and the norms that govern the activities of nation-states are well defined. On the other hand, if neo-institutional trends in citizenship have been supported in Western Europe, and ethnic minorities refer to world human rights to exercise many of their rights formerly granted by citizenship (Soysal 1994), then can we claim the same about newly established 15 former Soviet nation-states, which are still in the process of integrating into world culture? 
Methodologically, I contribute to the large qualitative literature on citizenship by proposing a quantitative approach to analyze citizenship laws. I apply time-series data that capture the 1991-2005 time period. 
Dataset used in this analysis has been constructed by coding citizenship laws (and amendments) of 15 former Soviet states into dummy and continuous variables. 
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