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Why do some countries develop strong institutions while others develop weak ones? In my dissertation I study the process of institutionalization of labor through legislation and participation in political parties in the first decades of the twentieth century in Chile, where relatively early and lasting labor institutions emerged, and in Argentina, where the body of rules that would institutionalize labor appeared tardily and was transformed various times. The research proceeds in two ways: a. through archival research I study the debates held at the critical historical conjunctures of decision in each country; b. by in-depth interviewing I examine the experiences and expectations regarding institutions of political and labor leaders today. In this paper I look at the meaning of weak and strong institutionalization as it emerged in the interviews with legislators in both countries, through one theme: the relationship between legitimacy and legality.

