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Abstract:

Can donors provide incentives and/or pressures sufficient enough to move leaders in authoritarian countries to undertake political reforms?  A conditionality approach attempts to achieve such an end by using foreign aid as both a carrot and a stick. The bargain is simple: undertake the requested changes or aid will stop.  Political conditionality should be an effective tool.  Donors can use their relatively strong position as leverage to get towards reform.   However, the results of political conditionality have not been as positive as anticipated.  In addressing this, I hypothesize that the tool of political conditionality will be the most successful when a very strong donor pressures a very weak, dependent recipient.  However, both donors and recipients are faced with constraints and opportunities that can intensify or mute the power differences in their bargaining relationship.  This paper explores these factors.

