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Many different reasons have been presented as explanations for the cause of the Iranian revolution of 1979 and its eventual outcome as an Islamic Republic. None of those reasons, however, get at the core of the revolution. They do not account for the one major force that pressed the revolution through with the ability to unite so many different bodies of organizations in addition to holding its people in silence and oppression even well after the revolution ended. 

“The force” being referenced here is the growing discontent of a population placed under the pressures of imperialist forces. The growing role of foreign powers within Iran can be traced through economic patterns such as concessions and treaties as well as the accumulating dissatisfaction of the people who responded to such measures with uprisings and rebellions. The increase of Western influence overtime, however, created a colonial effect which eventually exploded in the revolution of 1979. Following in the vein of anti-colonial and nationalist revolutions, then, the national leaders were obligated to create a unifying national myth whereby to unite the nation against “colonial forces.” This new mythology centered heavily upon religious ideology, the reasons for which, are the respective basis of the paper.
Through an examination of the 150 years leading up to the 1979 revolution, and the exceptionally similar chronology of events paralleling the Algerian revolution, this paper will attempt to both uncover the root causes of the revolution, the reason it manifested itself the way it did, and the subsequent reasons behind the specific effects seen in regards to women’s rights.
